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The battle of Kulm cost the French army 2,000 killed
and 8,000 prisoners, including their general. The remainder
of Vandamme's troops, to the number of 10,000, cut their way
through and rejoined Saint-Cyr and Mortier. Those two
marshals had been grievously wanting in their duty when
they failed to pursue the enemy, and halted, the first at Eein-
hardsgrimme, and the other at Pirna, whence they could
hear the sound of the battle which the brave and unfortunate
Vandamme was maintaining. It may seem surprising that
Napoleon had not sent an aide-de-camp from Dresden to make
sure that Saint-Cyr and Mortier had started, according to his
instructions, to succour Vandamnie. As those two marshals
did not carry out their orders, they deserved to be tried by
court-martial.1 But the French army was by this time so
exhausted that if the Emperor had wished to punish all those
who showed lack of energy he must have dispensed with
the services of nearly all his marshals. For this reason,
and because it was more than ever necessary to conceal his
disasters, he confined himself to reprimanding Saint-Cyr and
Mortier. Indeed, it was not only at Kulm that his troops
had suffered defeat, but at every point of the long line which
they held.

1 M. Thiers (svi. 351), when discussing the shares which, the marshal
and the Emperor hmfself had in the responsibility for the disaster, says: ' It
was natural that Marshal Mortier should await Napoleon's commands with-
out moving, and the definite order to support Vandamme only reached
him duriog the 30th, by which time the catastrophe had already taken
place. It is, therefore, impossible to find any fault with him.' This
despatch, signed by Berthier, is in the possession of the Duke of,
Treviso. he had been accused by rumour of
